






“Summer Aspen Grove” by Roz Garland

Firewise Update

Quite a few locals hang out in these parts of Taos Pines Ranch along the way to Wheeler 
Peak.  Marmots, pikas, ( look like little ground squirrels, but are actually part of the rabbit 
family) elk, mule deer and golden eagles all share this common home where Bristlecone 
pines guard the peaks.  Natural beauty abounds our area, and needs to be protected.
 
The Moreno Valley and Taos Pines Ranch share a vitally important issue, called Forest 
Health and Forest Fire prevention.  Are you aware that Taos Pines Ranch specifically is the 
beginning of the watershed for Northern New Mexico?   The key issues for forestry 
health, fire preventions and water issues along with grant opportunities comes to Taos 
Pines Ranch through the educational system of Firewise Communities.  The Firewise 
website  www.firewise.org supplies much information for those looking for direction.
 
Taos Pines Ranch became the first Firewise community in Northern New Mexico in 2005 
and has maintained the criteria for its designation, demonstrating leadership for the many 
communities to follow in the creation of the Coalition for Firewise Communities group.

Chipper Days  (see sidebar on this page for schedule)

Taos Pines Ranch is a community leader by creating Firewise Chipper Days.  Chipper days 
is a terrific opportunity for a community work party fostering community spirit.  Property 
owners are asked to join in and participate by taking forestry fuels off their properties and 
placing them at the road.  The county sponsors the chipper and the residents sponsor the 
labor, and voila!... a team made in fire-safe heaven results.  The ground up slash is used for 
road material, or it can be hauled away by the property owners that own the lot it came 
from.   Ernie Lopez, District Ranger, NM Forestry Division, will be invited to schedule 
individual site visits to give advice and answers to specific questions regarding their 
defensible space.  Watch the TPR website for announcements and details at 
www.taospines.org                         
by Linda Ford, Firewise Chairperson

TPR Vehicle Stickers & Signs
You will find enclosed in this newsletter a pair of TPR POA stickers.  We made these 
available for security purposes, so that our property owners vehicles are more easily 
identifiable.  It is amazing how many unknown trucks and cars cruise through Taos Pines on 
any given day, and we consider this a safety and security issue.  It is not mandatory that you 
use these stickers, but we hope you will!  Make sure your back left (lower corner) window 
is very clean and warm before applying, in order to get best results.  We also have a 
number of NO TRESPASSING signs available at the annual meeting for $12 each! 

2010 
Chipper Day 

Schedule

•   June 5th
•   July 3rd (Lunch @Randalls)

•   August 7th (Lunch @Fords)

•   August 28th
•   September 4th

If you would like to volunteer to host a 
lunch break for the volunteers, please 
contact Firewise Chair, Linda Ford at: 
mtnvoice1@msn.com

SUMMER EVENTS:

A number of special events are being 
planned for summer TPR get-togethers! 
Please continue to check the web site 
for details and information! We hope 
you will join us and get to know your 

neighbors better this summer! Oh, and 
have some fun while you’re at it!

TPR on the Web

You can find the Taos Pines Ranch POA 
Website at this URL:

www.taospines.org
Newsletter & Website Editor:
Roz Garland, TPR POA Secretary

roz.garland@taospines.org



TIPS FOR LIVING IN BEAR COUNTRY by Terri Randall

Yes folks, our peaceful, beautiful, natural setting here in Taos Pines is Black Bear 
Country, as those of us who are here full time can definitely attest.  Bear Safety in 
the Rocky Mountains is essential for us all.  
Please Do Not Feed Bears
Bears that become accustomed to human food or pet food are likely to become 
aggressive toward humans and can cause property damage.

• Take your bird feeders down in the Summer.  November to March would 
be appropriate times for bird feeders. Be sure to store the bird seed 
indoors.

• Humming bird feeders attract bears and should be avoided or at least 
taken in at night.

• Store garbage indoors not outside in bags or in your truck.
• Do not leave food, not even dog food in your car or truck.
• Keep your barbeque clean, burn the food off the grill or cleans it. Keep the 

grill covered if stored outdoors Keeping doors and windows closed when 
cooking helps reduce the smell of food in the air.

• Keep compost free of meat and meat by-products.  Horse and elk 
droppings are best , elk droppings are plentiful in Toas Pines.

Safety When Hiking
• Let someone know where you are going and when you plan to return.
• Carry bear pepper spray where you can quickly get to it.
• Hike in groups and keep children close at hand
• Make your presence know, talking is best,  or carry a bell, to alert any wild 

animals you are in the area.
• Hike during daylight hours and stay on a trail.  Please make sure that you 

have permission to hike on private property. 
• Watch for bear signs: scat, claw marks on the ground or in trees, diggings 

and logs or stumps torn apart.
• Avoid taking pets, and/or smellable  food as they may attract bears to you.

Dealing With Black Bear Encounters
• If a Black Bear, which come in many colors from cinnamon to black is 

visible, but not close change your route to move away from the area.
• If a bear approaches as difficult as it will be, do not panic, do not run or 

crouch down as both of these can trigger a chase or attack response. You 
cannot outrun a bear.  Remain calm, continue facing the bear, while not 
making direct eye contact, talk in a calm voice and slowly back away.  

• Your voice and smell identify you as human which bears generally avoid. If 
possible get downwind if you see a bear so they will be aware of your 
presence before it becomes a close encounter.

• If the bear continues to approach, group together,   wave your arms, talk 
loudly, and use your bear pepper spray. Spray distance is at least 25 feet in 
a cloud pattern for 6 or more seconds. Be sure you are up wind of the 
spray so it does not blow in your face.

• If a bear attacks research suggests you fight back using everything in your 
power fists, sticks, rocks or pepper spray.

Bears have been quite active since the snowmelt in Taos Pines Ranch.  The large 
metal trash dumpster has been turned over twice, and a number of encounters 
with residents have already occurred.  Remember that they are in OUR 
neighborhood, too---not just in the Resort area!  BE SAFE!  




