
COALITION RECEIVES GRANT

The Colfax County Coalition of Firewise Communities (CCCFC) is excited to announce that we have been approved to receive $300,000 from New Mexico State Forestry under the 2009 Hazardous Fuel Treatment on Non-Federal Lands grant.   The grant is for thinning and clean-up of diseased, dead and downed timber on 56 properties in the Coalition communities of Hidden Lake, Elk Ridge, Taos Pines, and Ute Park, plus Shields Park (B-38).  The purpose of the grant is to reduce the potential for wildfire by thinning, clean-up, and creating defensible space for structures within the communities.  Our goal is to thin standing timber, remove or chip small understory growth, and to clean up dead and downed material on approximately 300 acres.  

This three-year grant provides a generous 90/10 cost-sharing: 90% of the cost will be paid with federal funds administered by Colfax County and NM State Forestry, with the remaining 10% provided by property owners as cash or “in-kind.”  Property owners who chose to participate will provide a simple accounting of time spent on labor, and expenses incurred in working to “Firewise” their properties to satisfy the “in-kind” portion for the grant.  The CCCFC will act as operations manager on behalf of State Forestry and the County.

Colfax County and the Coalition are preparing “Requests for Proposals” to present to local foresters who will assist in carrying out the operations, and for local forestry contractors who will perform the thinning and cleanup operations.  The coalition currently consists of the communities of Cimarron, Elk Ridge, Hidden Lake, Taos Pines, Ute Park, Vermejo Park Ranch and Santa Fe Trail Ranch in Colorado.  For more information, call Joe Stehling, President CCCFC, 5 75-377-0546 or Scott Jones, Treasurer, 575 377 6223..
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